A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
life in Great Britain was as remarkable as the mere expansion in
numbers and values. It was a change primarily dependent upon
the use of machinery, accompanied by what is called * urbaniza-
tion*—that is, the changing of the people from a condition
mainly agricultural to a society mainly composed of townsmen,
It is to be remarked that, although all material conditions
react upon spiritual conditions, it is a mistake in the case of
Great Britain during the nineteenth century—as in almost
every other case—to make the material condition the cause and
the spiritual condition the effect. So far was this from being
the case that, though material conditions were thus utterly
transformed, the change in the political and social habits of the
English, and even in the general mood of her religion, only came
quite late in the period, and not till the end of it had been
pushed so far as to make the Englishman of 1900 markedly
different from the Englishman of ninety years before.
The use of machinery had for its main effects a gradual con-
centration, which after die first third of the period became rapid,
of people in factories. It further gave to those thus employed
in great numbers precariously by capitalists (who used them as
* hands' for the working of machines that did not belong to the
'hands' themselves, but to their masters) a place in society
which was not that of the poor man whom the beginnings of
industrial capitalism had exploited. Work which had been done
for a wage and by a proletarian, but at least in his home, was
now done away from his home, and the domestic organization of
society was changed.
Another effect of the increasing use of machinery, especially
in the second half of the period, was the beginning of what was
called * standardization'—that is, a mechanical similarity in
objects commonly used. More and more could man's common
utensils and even his food be turned out cheaper under a pattern
than by more scattered effort—and the cheaper thing ousted
the dearer thing. The process has gone very much faster since
1900 than it had been going before, but it was already clearly
apparent by the beginning of the period of which we speak.
The rate of urbanization—that is, the turning of England
from a mainly agricultural society to a town society—was more
rapid and more complete than the ordinary statistics show. In
these, town populations are estimated by the population of
certain centres arbitrarily called urban, but there are omitted
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